Congo Action Now
Meeting Minutes

December 29, 2012
Minutes 
Present: Pat, Suzanne, Germain, Jesse, Kelley, Laurie, Maman Jeanne

Minutes: Jesse

Facilitator: Pat
Timekeeper: Suzanne

We were happy to have Maman Jeanne join us for the last CAN meeting of the year. Kelley was unable to be present so she phoned in for the meeting. After checking in we moved on to the agenda.

 Follow-up from 11/24/12 Meeting:   
- Jesse coordinated the Lasell event
- Kelley, Pat, Germain, Suzanne, and Jesse participated in the Lasell presentation                                  
- Judith prepared Prezi slide 

- Suzanne participated in One Million Bones event 
- Kelley scheduled meeting with Rep. Walsh
- Kelley is working with Women’s Caucus on presentation

- Jesse and Pat worked with Raise Hope for Congo on obtaining letters from campuses
- Suzanne contacted Lynn journalist about requested interview 
- Pat attempted to identify WILPF approval process for signing on to brief

- Pat did AAUW presentation

- Pat had letters signed by Braintree Unitarian Church

- Laurie provided major guidance with State House actions
Update on M23 Actions:
- Germain reported on recent developments with the M23 advance in N. Kivu

- M23 suspended their meetings for the holidays and will resume next week 
- A positive outcome would be a commitment from the government and rebels to discuss the urgent issues impacting the Congolese people, e.g., territory, resources, negotiations related to the 11/23 agreement, territory for Congolese who are currently outside of the country. 
- On the ground, it is quieter, although M23 are involved in targeted assassinations 

- President Obama is pressuring the Rwandan president to stop undermining the peace process
- Maman Jeanne stressed that the U.S. needs to invest in Congo to support the economy
- Congo has $25 trillion dollars in natural resources – mineral wealth needs to benefit the country
- Maman Jeanne will arrange a meeting with Sen. Kerry and possibly with Gov. Patrick 
Report on Lasell Presentation/Campus Developments: 
- Students found the presentation moving – some want to get involved

- Some faculty and administrators want to take action

- Students are collecting letters – want to become conflict-free campus

- Jesse will identify interns – may have 2

- Internship responsibilities will include State House advocacy, helping to organize event, constituent database, social media, involvement in presentations, maintaining the website. 

- Supervision team – Kelly, Jesse, Pat (provide background information; meet downtown near subway) 

- Jesse will write up responsibilities
Report on One Million Bones Event:
- Group involves international issues
-  Suzanne attended 12/2/12 event and requested that OMB sign letters
- Few (about 10) were in attendance, but other meetings are scheduled and the meeting coordinator will bring letters there

- Suzanne met DRC Genocide Awareness – Anthony & Christian (both are Congolese) drcga.com or .org is their website. 
- Also met Students Rebuild

- One Billion Rising – Eve Ensler coordinating Feb. 2013 event speaking against violence against women
Report on AAUW Presentation:
- Pat did presentation at 12/11/12 meeting

- Only 5 people were in attendance
- No one knew anything about DRC 
- They signed letters and voted that the Boston branch will sign on as a co-sponsor on the bill 
Upcoming Lasell Class Presentation/State House Visit:                   
- Jesse will take the lead on the Lasell Class Presentation and will email Amy Greene

- Kelley may want to participate

The majority of the meeting was focused on next steps for the MA Congo Conflict Minerals bill HD599 An Act Relative to Congo Conflict Minerals:  
SEC Lawsuit:

- Pat provided update on SEC lawsuit filed by Chamber of Commerce and National Association of Manufacturers            
- Chamber will present its opening brief in Jan.

- Amnesty International has intervened in the case

- Pat is looking into CAN and WILPF signing on to amicus brief

- We may know in April what is happening with 1502. 

Meeting with Rep. Walsh:
- Reviewed process for bill – will be re-filed early Jan. – public hearings may begin in March or April

- Deadline for signing on co-sponsor around Jan. 18

- Rep. Walsh will send email to legislators week after Christmas
- We will contact previous co-sponsors
- Will give Pamela names of people who want to co-sponsor

- Can send legislators information and videos about DRC

- Rep. Walsh recommends contacting the media

- Rep. Walsh suggests we present bill at bill-signing days for Women’s Caucus and Black and Latino Caucus
- Rep. Walsh suggests contacting people on database to ask them to ask legislators to co-sponsor

Lining Up Co-Sponsors:

- Laurie will be at State House Jan. 3 – will begin contacting past co-sponsors 
- Availability for going to State House: 

Kelley – Tues. Jan. 8th with Laurie - Thurs. Jan. 10th 

Jesse – 1/9 & 1/10

Germain – 1/8, 1/9, 1/10

- Plan to meet in the morning on 1/09 or 1/10 about 10:00 or 11:00am. 
- On 1/9 we’ll bring constituent letters (with a copy and extra copy for Jesse)

- Pat will email Martin the meeting times

- Began to identify legislators to visit
Women’s Legislative Caucus event: 
- Kelley is planning with JoAnne Muti
 - Will be March 6 at 11:00 
- Room has been reserved – we believe it’s the Members Lounge on the 3rd Floor - Kelley will see if we can get it earlier
- Will show about 20 minutes of film and present information
Kelley, Germain, Suzanne, Laurie, and Pat will participate

-  Great event for interns to work on.
Advocacy Day:
- We will schedule and plan Advocacy Day at our Jan. meeting – will follow previous format
- Will not be on same day as Women’s Caucus event

- Pat asked that people think about how to distribute letters

- Will need packets that include Background info, Facts Sheets, Talking Points, Co-sponsors, 5 Things You Can Do

Constituent Database:
- Lasell interns will enter data from letters that have been signed
- Jesse will ask Judith if she understands how to sort MailChimp list

Media Outreach:

- Suzanne and Germain will be in touch with Lynn journalist
Next Meeting:
- The next Congo Action Now meeting will be at 2:00 on January 26 at Suzanne’s home (Please note that prior to the regular meeting we will have a discussion of media interviews at 1:00) 
ACTION ITEMS:

Kelley:

- Will send Jesse sample letter requesting organizational support 
- Will do CSW presentation with Jesse    
- Will get date of Women’s Caucus bill-signing day  

- Will continue planning Women’s Caucus event with Caucus director
- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event

- Will visit legislators

Jesse:

- Will schedule and do CSW presentation with Kelley
- Will follow up with Lasell professor about class presentation 
- Will identify interns and write up responsibilities 
- Will ask Judith how to sort MailChimp list 
- Will visit legislators   
Pat:
- Will send press release and Charles Katende’s email address to Germain

- Will get letters from CFCI campuses

- Will notify Martin of State House visit schedule

- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event

- Will visit legislators
Suzanne:

- Will arrange and participate in interview with Lynn journalist

- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event

Germain:

- Will contact Charles Katende and will participate in interview with Lynn journalist   
- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event

- Will visit legislators

Laurie:

- Will provide guidance in State House advocacy  
- Will get date of Black and Latino Caucus bill-signing day

- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event

- Will begin to contact past co-sponsors

Everybody:

- Will contact more organizations to ask to support bill

                                                                                  
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom
