Congo Action Now

July 22, 2012 

Facilitator: Pat

Minutes: Pat

Present:  Suzanne Bas Davis, Pat Aron

Many Congo Action Now members were out of town or unavailable to meet in July. Suzanne and Pat had a valuable discussion reviewing our progress on H3982 An Act Relative to Congo Conflict Minerals and proposing future actions. The July 11 Advocacy Day was successful with over fifty legislators visited and presented letters from constituents. Numerous contacts have occurred including meetings with aides to the House Ways and Means Chair, the Speaker, the Senate President, and the Governor. Laurie has been invaluable in arranging meetings. We are still hopeful that the bill may pass before the July 31 deadline when the legislative session ends. 

If the bill does not pass this session, there are specific steps CAN may take to increase its chances of passing quickly in the next session. Pat suggested that, prior to the re-filing of the bill in January, we may:

1. Continue to meet with legislators to raise their awareness of the bill and to ask them to become co-sponsors. Maybe coordinate with the Women’s Caucus and Black and Latino Caucus for a presentation or event.

2. Continue to get letters signed by constituents asking legislators to support the bill. Try to replicate the approach that worked in Haverhill by contacting the ministers of Unitarian Universalist communities across the state. We may also try to get a student intern to organize campuses for letter-writing campaigns.

3. Continue to sign on targeted organizations as supporters. Specific groups suggested were the NAACP, MA NOW, the Urban League, and the Ten Point Coalition.

We still have not received a response from Sen. Brown on our request that he urge the SEC to issue regulations for Section 1502 (Congo Conflict Minerals provision of Dodd-Frank). Pat has contacted Sen. Kerry’s policy advisor about the same request and will be scheduling a meeting. The Lynn Congolese congregation will be sending a delegation. Pat has informed Elizabeth Warren’s campaign of our concerns.

The next meeting of Congo Action Now will be held on Sunday, Aug 26, at 3:00 at Pat’s house in Jamaica Plain. Pat will send an email about the above suggestions so we can discuss them prior to our August meeting. 
Action Items
Pat: 
- Will send email proposing actions to take during the remainder of 2012 on H3982
- Will schedule meeting with Sen. Kerry’s Boston staff

            - Will look into UMass student project with CAN

            - Will send ChimpMail to CAN list about contacting SEC chair and Sen. Brown 

Kelley:

             - Will send letters of support to Coleen for website
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