Congo Action Now 
Minutes
March 30, 2013 
       Present: Suzanne, Germain, Kelley, Pat, Jesse, Ninwa, Jillian 
1. Check-In/Welcome to New Members
-    Jillian and Ninwa from Lasell

2.  Minutes/Timekeeper/Facilitator
· Kelley/Jillian/Pat
3. Follow-up Items from Previous Meeting
· Preparations for Women’s Caucus event were completed

· Jesse and Pat are supervising interns

· Kelley needs to continue thank you’s to bill co-sponsors
4. 
Report on Women’s Caucus Event                                                                  
-    Felt like a turning point with the bill
-    Great turnout – standing room only

-    Tremendous response – very emotional
5. Report on Working Group Meeting                                                               
· Rep. Andrews convened group on March 21

· Had met with Germain

· Rep. Fox emphasized hearing from Congolese
· Identified need to pass the bill and go on to work on Federal level
· Planned: 

         Rep Andrews to talk to Progressive Caucus, Rep. Fox to Black and Latino Caucus


    CAN to organize panels for heating

         Written testimonies to be sent to Pat
                Rep. Andrews to organize press conference

                Rep. Andrews wants part of The Greatest Silence shown at the hearing – can’t identify section  
6. Planning for April 2 State House Presentation 
 -   Being organized by representatives’ aides                                       

        -   Will replicate Women’s Caucus event

        -   Pat and Ify will present

        -   If Ify can’t present, Kelley will

        -   Pat developed packets and sent to Rep. Andrews
7. Planning for April 3 Hearing on H2898        
· May be as many as 12 bills being heard 
· Must organize people to testify

· Need to notify supporting groups/cosponsors
  Representatives will contact cosponsors

  CAN will focus on Republican cosponsors
  We’ll contact our organizations and collect written testimony/letters of support
  Ninwa will contact priest she knows from Worcester 
  Other possibilities - Clark in middle of African community, BC-Brinton Lykes willing to support, BU- Amnesty International

·  Tentative panels

1. Congolese panel - Germain, Maman Jeanne, Jacky, others?
2. CAN panel - Kelley, Pat, Ify, Peggy, Amol

3. Jana M., Pat H., Andrea K., OBOS, Eric C.
4. Student panel - Gina, Gillian, Ninwa, Jillian 
        -    Film segment – don’t think will work out of context
        -    Developing packets – get materials to Pat by Sunday night, aides will collate

        -   Meetings
               Rep. Fox to meet with Rep. Rushing

  Speaker Deleo?
·  Press conference after hearing
8. Introduction of Lasell Interns/Focus  
· Jillian and Ninwa will graduate in May
· Database from constituent letters 
· Organizing of letters

· Google document of legislative contacts

· Social media
· Fundraising - possibly showing movie
9. Report on Simmons School of Social Work Presentation 
         -   Excellent session (but technical problems)
         -   Very engaged students

10.  Congo Week
· October 20-27, 2013
· We’ll think about how to participate

11.  Next Meeting
· April 20, 2pm at Suzanne’s
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