Congo Action Now

Minutes 2/23/13
1) Present: Kelley, Laurie, Suzanne, Pat
2) Check in

a) Pat going on vacation in second week of March after Mass Caucus of Legislative Women (MCLW) IWD event
3) Minutes/Timekeeper/Facilitator
a) Kelley/Suzanne/Pat
4) Follow-up from previous meeting
a) Visits to legislators seeking cosponsorship were very successful
Laurie, Pat, Kelley, Ify, Jerome, Germaine, Martin, Jesse participated 
b) MCLW Bill Signing event went well
Laurie, Kelley attended 
c) Kelley 
i) does not have letter sent to solicit endorsements from organizations
ii) Pat or Suzanne have copies?
iii) Did class presentation at Lasell with Brandeis alum from Rwanda
iv) Planning Legislative Women’s Caucus event
d) Pat
i) Drafted email to supporting organizations and sent it out
1 Sent Kelley Anna’s contacts
ii) Updated list of legislators

iii) Sent Jesse Anna’s email about petition
e) Suzanne
i) Still in process for interview with Lynn journalist
f) Germaine
i) Charles Katende
g) Jesse
i) Presentations for Amy Green’s classes at Lasell 
ii) CSW and Lasell visit to State House still to be scheduled
h) Laurie
i) Provided guidance for State House advocacy
5) Cosponsorship of HD599 An Act Relative to Congo Conflict Minerals
a) Obtained 48 cosponsors and there could have been more
b) Process was good. Ify was a real contributor, especially with Republicans
c) Cosponsors being thanked 
i) Most done (Kelley had problems with mail)
d) New bill number is H2898
6) Supporting organizations
a) Contacts reassigned
i) Seeking new endorsers not a priority unless organizations of color
7) Massachusetts Caucus of Women Legislators’ IWD event
a) Wednesday, March 6 at 11:00 in the Legislator’s Lounge
i) Program
1 Welcome and Introduction by Co-chairs Representative Ruth Balser and Senator Gale Candaras who introduce Marty Walsh
2 Rep Walsh talks about the bill 
3 Show Guardian video

4 Members of Congo Action Now speak

(a) History, conflict minerals, militias (Pat)
(b) Sexual violence (Iffy, Germaine, if either is not able, see if we can find other Congolese person-preferably female)
5 Q and A (Kelley)

6 Show “Greatest Silence” if interest and time
ii) Joanne is doing the publicity and outreach

iii) Set up

1 Need to confirm that the technology works

(a) Kelley will call Joanne and see if they can schedule of technology check

2 Pat will prepare handouts

(a) Fact sheet, CGA, Map

3 Kelley will try to get blow up of front of the bill and cosponsors

b) Questions to be answered before the event

i) How will the bill be implemented?

ii) What’s happening in CA and MD?

8) Brandeis students prepared a report which may answer these questions and made a “Story Book” which Kelley will forward to all. 

9) Next meeting, 2:00 Saturday. March 30 at Suzanne’s 
10) To Do

i) Kelley

1 Finish sending our thank you’s to cosponsors

2 Notes to endorsers

3 Call Joanne Muti of MCWL to update her on the program, see if they can schedule of technology check, check on publicity and outreach
4 Send program to Marty

5 Q and A part of program

6 Get large size poster made of bill front page with cosponsors

7 Continue to meet with Brandeis students

ii) Pat

1 Notes to endorsers

2 Prepare fact sheets and presentations for MCWL event

3 Talk to Iffy and Germaine about presenting
4 Talk at MCWL IWD

5 Go on vacation and have a great time!

6 Continue to work with Jesse supervising Lasell interns

iii) Jesse

1 Continue to work with Pat supervising Lasell interns

2 Arrange CSW and Lasell visit to State House 
iv) Suzanne
1 Notes to endorsers

2 Interview
v) Laurie

1 Continue providing guidance for State House advocacy
vi) Germaine
1 Talk at MCWL IWD event?

2 Interview

vii) Iffy

1 Talk at MCWL IWD event? 
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