Congo Action Now
Meeting Minutes

January 26, 2013
Minutes 
Present: Pat, Suzanne, Germain, Jesse, Kelley, Laurie, Samba
Minutes: Kelley
Facilitator: Pat
Timekeeper: Suzanne

We were happy to welcome Samba back to the group and were sobered by her report of what she saw on her trip to the DRC. Pat will be going on vacation for part of March and June. After checking in, we moved on to the agenda.

 Follow-up from 12/29/12 Meeting:   
- Kelley is continuing to work with Women’s Caucus on presentation

- Suzanne contacted Lynn journalist about requested interview
- CSW presentation has not yet been scheduled 
- Laurie provided major guidance with State House actions
- Laurie contacted past co-sponsors of bill

- Pat, Laurie, Ify, Kelley, Germain, Suzanne, Jerome, Martin, and Yvonne visited legislators

- Kelley and Laurie attended Women’s Caucus bill-signing day

- Jesse followed up with Lasell professor about class presentation

- Jesse identified Lasell interns and wrote up responsibilities

- Suzanne contacted Lynn journalist about interview

- Pat notified Martin of State House visit schedule

- Pat sent press release and Charles’ contact information to Germain

- No letters were received from CFCI effort

- Black and Latino Caucus did not have bill-signing day

 Media Outreach:

 - Germain, Suzanne, and Samba will be interviewed on the radio program to be broadcast in Europe and  Francophile  Central and Western Africa. (not so much in Congo)

 - Discussed information that should be presented 

Lasell Intern Assignments

- We are excited that Jill Toczylowski will be interning with CAN
- One other student may intern

- Intern responsibilities will include State House advocacy, constituent database, collecting constituent letters, maintaining Google legislative contacts document, social media, involvement in events, and circulating petition
- We will give interns our forms on State House visits so they can add information to Google document

 Brandeis Interns:

- Kelley reported that Brandeis interns will focus on advocacy

- Will participate in Advocacy Day – look up participants’ legislators, keep record of visits, deliver letters

- Will circulate petition and collect constituent letters

Lining Up Co-Sponsors for HD599 An Act Relative to Congo Conflict Minerals:  
- We have visited many legislators and aides
- Deadline for signing on co-sponsors is February 1 – only one week left

- Will go back Wednesday and Thursday of next week
- Wednesday – Laurie and Pat

- Thursday – Laurie, Jesse, Ify, Pat, maybe Germain
- Wednesday will ask Pamela for list of who has signed on officially
- Kelley and Laurie talked with legislators at Women’s Caucus bill-signing – Rep. Provost presented HD599
Updating Supporting Organizations:
- Pat will draft email
- Kelley will contact Anna’s groups – Pat will send contacts
Women’s Legislative Caucus event:
- Pat, Kelley, Germaine, Suzanne, Laurie will participate

- March 6 (Happy Birthday, Laurie)

- Possibility of Raging Grannies?

Preparing for Public Hearing:
- Once assigned, must contact committee members
- Notify co-sponsors
- Update supporting organizations - line up people to testify

- Create panels

- Collect written testimony

- Copy packets

Advocacy Day:
- Will be scheduled at a later time

- Possibly in the fall

Presentations:
- Simmons School of Social Work – 3/27 – Pat and possibly Jesse

- WILPF – 2/2 – Pat, Laurie, and possibly Jesse and Suzanne
 
Next Meeting:
- The next Congo Action Now meeting will be at 2:00 on February 23, 2013 at Suzanne’s home 
ACTION ITEMS:

Kelley:

- Will send Jesse sample letter requesting organizational support 
- Will do CSW presentation with Jesse    
- Will continue planning Women’s Caucus event with Caucus director
- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event

Jesse:

- Will schedule and do CSW presentation with Kelley
- Will follow up with Lasell professor about class presentation 
- Will visit legislators   
Pat:
- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event

- Will visit legislators 

- Will send Suzanne notes from presentations
- Will send Laurie updated list of legislators
- Will send Jesse Anna’s email about petition

- Will send Kelley contacts for Anna’s groups

Suzanne:

- Will arrange and participate in interview with Lynn journalist

- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event

Germain:

- Will contact Charles Katende and will participate in interview with Lynn journalist   
- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event

- Will visit legislators

Laurie:

- Will provide guidance in State House advocacy  
- Will participate in Women’s Caucus event
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